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that there is something very seriously wrong with the administration of
the Peace Preservation Ordinance. We have the solemn word of Lord
Selborne, given to the British Indian deputation at Middelburg, that all
pre-war Indian residents of the Transvaal shall be allowed to enter the
country.1 We have the assurance of the Colonial Secretary that such
residents have a right to enter the country, and yet, we find that Mr.
Bhabha had a very great deal of difficulty about entering the Transvaal,
There are many such cases in which, in spite of proof of registration certi-
ficates, men are still without their permits. May we not then hope that
Lord Selborne's assurance will be translated into practice, and such men
who have waited long enough at the coast will be permitted to re-enter
the Transvaal?
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455. DIFFICULTIES OF INDIAN WOMEN IN THE TRANSVAAL

The permit difficulties of women continue unabated in the Trans-
vaal We give details of one such case in our English columns. Mangare
and his wife, Punia, were both travelling to the Transvaal on September
14. The Police Inspector at Volksrust forced the wife to detrain as she did
not have a separate permit. Mangare produced his own permit and
registration certificate. And though the wife's name was also mentioned
in the register, she was not allowed to proceed. So the husband and
the wife both got off the train and had to stay in the lock-up. When the
case was heard on the 15th, the Police Officer deposed that his orders
were to arrest permitless women and children whether or not they were
accompanied by their husbands or parents and whatever the age of the
children. The evidence also revealed that the wife was in the Transvaal
on May 31, 1902. Nevertheless, on the ground that the woman did not
come forward to give evidence, the Magistrate ordered her to leave the
Colony before seven o'clock that very evening. Thus are wives separated
from husbands and children from parents under this Government. It
is necessary for us to take effective measures in this matter. We hope
this case will, if necessary, be taken to the Supreme Court. We believe
that it is a thousand times better for men to suffer imprisonment than to
submit to such a law.

[From Gujarati]
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I Lord Selborne gave this assurance when an address was presented to him at Middel-
burg on September 4; vide Indian Opinion, 8-9-1906.